s Jane Awad,
Wednesday, gy SR srorrestwnsso
June 1, 1973 “ Train With Jane
, hé gl ‘s00T cAvP’
TODAY'S - . o Mon. & Wed. 7:00PM
Sport Fest Windsor = ¥ 1= Serving Windsor Sat.9:00AM
FORECAST P | &Essex County s ttalwiane.com

Sunny & High 25C

SPORTS
Rose City Slo Pitch
Lions’ Head 8-3 Reaume Sports 7-11

ORGAN DONATION
AWARENESS EVENT

Sun Life agree to be primary sponsor for
WRACE walk/run for Sport Fest Windsor

SPORT FEST WINDSOR NEWS

Softball’s Mr. Jones Still Burns ‘Em In

by CURT SYLVESTER Free Press Sports Writer

The youngster walked a few steps past the big,
barrel-chested man the baseball glove, then stopped
and stared. “Aren’'t you Bonnie Jones?’ he asked
reverently. “That' sright.”

“1 thought so. | saw you pitch last year, but that
mustache almost fooled me,” the boy answered. He
stared for another moment and finally trudged
away, turning his attention to the softball game
under way at Palmer park.

EVEN WITH THE mustache, Bonnie Jones
doesn’'t fool more people at Palmer Park, or
anywhere e se where fastpitch softball isplayed in
Detroit.

Heis41 yearsold now. He hasadded the
mustache and he isas thick through the midsection
now as heisthrough the chest. And the fastball
may have popped alittle louder a few years ago
than it does now when it damsinto Harry
Haroian’ s mitt behind the plate.

But Bonnie Jones- aliving legend in Detroit
fastpitch softball- is still a master of histrade,
which is slinging a softball past waiting batsmen at
therate of something like 90 or 100 milesan hour.

That is one of the reasons the Burch-Nothdurft
team rates as one of the topsin the United States,
athough it often goes nearly unnoticed inthe
dopitch-crazy Detroit metropolitan area.

“How fast do you think | could throw back when
| was younger,” Jones asked Burch-Nothdurft team
manager Joe Casterdale.

“At least a hundred miles per hour,” answered
Casterdale, who has watched Bonnie pitch for
approximately the last 20 years.

JONESOF COURSE, isn't that fast anymore, he
doesn’t even have the velocity of big ED Johnson,
theteam’ s other gig winner. But he can till burnit
in when he hasto and therest the rest of the time
he relies on pitchesrising or dropping to get the
outs.

“ | wasthinking this would bethelast year,” Jones
said, thoughtfully. “ But | don’t know now. I'm
till throwing the ball pretty good and | likeit.”

“| like the game and | like to travel around the
country alittle bit,” headded. “| guess|’ve beenin
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Mr. Fastpitch Still Going Strong
Bonnie Jones raises that golden armfor a
high, hard one.

probably 14 national tournaments.”
That 14 could actually be a conservative figure.
Even when his own team didn't makeit to the
national s, Bonnie was constantly in demand by the
teamsthat were going under the provision that
allowed them to pick up one extra man for the
tournament play.
Six times he has been named to the All-American
team and three times he was named outstanding
player in the country.

THE ONLY PLAYER that comes closeto him
in the category id first baseman Carl Walker, who
is hitting above .430, with 19 homers and 53 runs

Therecords of Jones (19-2) Johnson (17-1) and
Walker, along with the strong defensive game
Burch-Nothdurft plays, are explanation enough of
why the Burch-Nothdurft team is flying high with a
53-6 record for the season. They just returned from
winning two out of two against the defending
national champion Clearwater (Fla) Bombers, with
their sights set on anational title for themselves
and then atrip to New Zealand for the world
tournament.

Jones, of course remembersthe days when you
could get all the competition you wanted-or more-
right in Detroit.

There used to be twenty...any one of ‘em could
beat you,” Jones said, recalling the days before
dopitch softball became the more popular sport in
the Detroit area

“We always had to play in the city tournament
and it was tougher to win the city tournament than
it wasto win theregiona.”

While fastpitch haslost much of its popularity in
the Detroit area, it remains apopular gamein
outstate regions and al so in the southern US,, asit
gradually losesthe reputation of being only a
“pitcher’ sgame.”

“Yearsago it wasa pitchers game admitted
Walker. “But sincethe late ' 50s, the batters have
been catching up with the pitcher. The pitching
rubber has gradually been pushed back from 37 feet
to 461/4 feet, giving hitterstimeto do more than
just bunt or simply chop at the ball.

BURCH-NOTHDURFT obvioudy hasa
satisfactory combination of both pitching and
hitting. Theteam isleading its Wednesday night
Palmer Park League and is also atop the
International Fastball League, made up of mostly
Canadian teams.

And before they begin their month of travel in
August they have several games|eftin the
International League.

They will bein Merlin, Ont., Friday night but be
back in Detroit on Saturday for a 6PM
doubleheader againgt Sarnia. The games will be
played at Kennedy Park in Southgate on Dix near
Eureka

enough lives.

batted in.
Iwannsa#

www.sport-fest.ca

Fewer than 15 Canadians in a million are organ donors? It's true. Canada’s organ donation rate ranks in the bottom
half of countries in the western world where transplants are performed. More than 3,500 Canadians are waiting for an organ
transplant, and every year nearly 150 of them die waiting. We have some of the best transplant technology in the world, some of the
most highly skilled surgeons, some of the most prestigious transplant hospitals, but there are never enough organs available to save
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