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Q: Why should minorities be concerned about organ donation?

A: The need for transplants is high among minorities, particularly African Americans.

Some diseases of the kidney, heart, lung, pancreas, and liver that can lead to organ failure are found more frequently in minority women.
The rate of organ donation from minority women does not keep pace with the number needing transplants. Although minority women
donate, in part, to their share of the population, their need for transplants is greater.

Matching donor organs to likely recipients requires genetic similarity. In most cases, people are more similar to people of their own race
than to people of other races.

Minority women may have to wait longer for matched organs and therefore may be sicker at the time of transplant or die waiting. With more
donated organs from this group, finding a match will be quicker and the waiting time will be cut, and more lives will be saved
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*Content of document is accurate, but has been modified for legibility and the promotion of Sport Fest Windsor ORGAN DONATION AWARENESS
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